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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY
CLAS BOOK SETS

CHILDREN’S BOOKS

All the Way to Havana written by Margarita Engle & illustrated by Mike Curato. Henry Holt and
Co., 2017.
Grades 1+ (Set of 21)

So we purr, cara cara, and we glide, taka taka, and we zoom, zoom, ZOOM!

Together, a boy and his parents drive to the city of Havana, Cuba, in their old family car.
Along the way, they experience the sights and sounds of the streets—neighbors talking,
musicians performing, and beautiful, colorful cars putt-putting and bumpety-bumping
along. In the end, though, it’s their old car, Cara Cara, that the boy loves best. A joyful
celebration of the Cuban people and their resourceful innovation.

Child of the Flower Song People written by Gloria Amescua & illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh.
Harry N. Abrams, 2021.
Grades 1+ (Set of 25)

She was Luz Jiménez,

child of the flower-song people,

the powerful Aztec,

who called themselves Nahua—

who lost their land but who did not disappear.

As a young Nahua girl in Mexico during the early 1900s, Luz learned how to grind corn
in a metate, to twist yarn with her toes, and to weave on a loom. By the fire at night, she
listened to stories of her community’s joys, suffering, and survival, and wove them into
her heart.

But when the Mexican Revolution came to her village, Luz and her family were forced to
flee and start a new life. In Mexico City, Luz became a model for painters, sculptors, and
photographers such as Diego Rivera, Jean Charlot, and Tina Modotti. These artists were
interested in showing the true face of Mexico and not a European version. Through her
work, Luz found a way to preserve her people's culture by sharing her native language,
stories, and traditions. Soon, scholars came to learn from her.
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This moving, beautifully illustrated biography tells the remarkable story of how model
and teacher Luz Jiménez became “the soul of Mexico”—a living link between the
indigenous Nahua and the rest of the world. Through her deep pride in her roots and her
unshakeable spirit, the world came to recognize the beauty and strength of her people.
The book includes an author’s note, timeline, glossary, and bibliography.

Cultivando a un Artista: La historia de un jardinero paisajista y su hijo written & illustrated by
John Parra. Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books, 2022.
Grades PreK+ (Set of 25)

Today is a big day—the first time Juanito gets to help his papi on the job as a landscape
architect! Throughout the day, Juanito sketches anything that catches his eye: a nest full
of baby birds, a nursery with row upon row of plants and flowers, and more. Father and
son travel from house to house, pruning, weeding, mowing, and turning overgrown and
chaotic yards into beautiful spaces.

A few of the clients don’t appreciate Papi’s hard work, like Juanito’s classmate who
pretends not to see him. But Papi always feels pride in owning his own business and in a
job well done. And at the end of the day, Juanito may get the chance to turn his artistic
eye toward landscape design—just like his papi.

Dreamers written & illustrated by Yuyi Morales. Neal Porter Books, 2018.
Grades PreK+(Set of 25)

Dreamers is a celebration of making your home with the things you always carry: your
resilience, your dreams, your hopes and history. It's the story of finding your way in a
new place, of navigating an unfamiliar world and finding the best parts of it. In dark
times, it's a promise that you can make better tomorrows.

This lovingly-illustrated picture book memoir looks at the myriad gifts migrantes bring
with them when they leave their homes. It's a story about family. And it's a story to
remind us that we are all dreamers, bringing our own strengths wherever we roam.
Beautiful and powerful at any time but given particular urgency as the status of our own
Dreamers becomes uncertain, this is a story that is both topical and timeless.

The lyrical text is complemented by sumptuously detailed illustrations, rich in
symbolism. Also included are a brief autobiographical essay about Yuyi's own
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experience, a list of books that inspired her (and still do), and a description of the
beautiful images, textures, and mementos she used to create this book.

Frida Kahlo y Sus Animalitos written by Monica Brown, illustrated by John Parra, & translated
by F. Isabel Campoy. NorthSouth Books, 2017.
Grades PreK+ (Set of 12)

Frida Kahlo and Her Animalitos is based on the life of one of the world's most influential
painters, Frida Kahlo, and the animals that inspired her art and life.

The fascinating Mexican artist Frida Kahlo is remembered for her self-portraits, her
dramatic works featuring bold and vibrant colors. Her work brought attention to Mexican
and indigenous culture and she is also renowned for her works celebrating the female
form.

Brown's story recounts Frida's beloved pets—two monkeys, a parrot, three dogs, two
turkeys, an eagle, a black cat, and a fawn—and playfully considers how Frida embodied
many wonderful characteristics of each animal.

Growing an Artist: The Story of a Landscaper and His Son written & illustrated by John Parra.
Simon & Schuster/Paula Wiseman Books, 2022.
Grades PreK+ (Set of 25)

Today is a big day—the first time Juanito gets to help his papi on the job as a landscape
architect! Throughout the day, Juanito sketches anything that catches his eye: a nest full
of baby birds, a nursery with row upon row of plants and flowers, and more. Father and
son travel from house to house, pruning, weeding, mowing, and turning overgrown and
chaotic yards into beautiful spaces.

A few of the clients don’t appreciate Papi’s hard work, like Juanito’s classmate who
pretends not to see him. But Papi always feels pride in owning his own business and in a
job well done. And at the end of the day, Juanito may get the chance to turn his artistic
eye toward landscape design—just like his papi.

Hear My Voice: The Testimonies of Children Detained at the Southern Border of the United
States/Escucha Mi Voz: Los testimonios de los jovenes detenidos en la frontera surefia de los
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estados unidos [Bilingual Edition] written by by Warren Binford and Michael Garcia Bochenek.
Workman Publishing Co., 2021.
Grades 3+ (Set of 25)

Every day, children in migration are detained at the US-Mexico border. They are scared,
alone, and their lives are in limbo. Hear My Voice/Escucha mi voz shares the stories of
61 these children, from Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, Ecuador, and Mexico, ranging
in age from five to seventeen—in their own words from actual sworn testimonies.
Befitting the spirit of the project, the book is in English on one side; then flip it over, and
there's a complete Spanish version.

lustrated by 17 Latinx artists, including Caldecott Medalist and multiple Pura Belpré
[lustrator Award-winning Yuyi Morales and Pura Belpré Illustrator Award-winning Raul
the Third. Includes information, questions, and action points. Buying this book benefits
Project Amplify, an organization that supports children in migration.

My Two Border Towns written by David Bowles & illustrated by Erika Meza. Kokila, 2021.
Grades PreK+ (Set of 23)

Early one Saturday morning, a boy prepares for a trip to The Other Side/El Otro Lado.
It's close--just down the street from his school--and it's a twin of where he lives. To get
there, his father drives their truck along the Rio Grande and over a bridge, where they're
greeted by a giant statue of an eagle. Their outings always include a meal at their favorite
restaurant, a visit with Tio Mateo at his jewelry store, a cold treat from the paletero, and a
pharmacy pickup. On their final and most important stop, they check in with friends
seeking asylum and drop off much-needed supplies.

My Two Border Towns by David Bowles, with stunning watercolor illustrations by Erika
Meza, is the loving story of a father and son's weekend ritual, a demonstration of
community care, and a tribute to the fluidity, complexity, and vibrancy of life on the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Mis Dos Pueblos Fronterizos written by David Bowles & illustrated by Erika Meza. Kokila,
2021.
Grades PreK+ (Set of 23)

Early one Saturday morning, a boy prepares for a trip to The Other Side/El Otro Lado.
It's close--just down the street from his school--and it's a twin of where he lives. To get
there, his father drives their truck along the Rio Grande and over a bridge, where they're
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greeted by a giant statue of an eagle. Their outings always include a meal at their favorite
restaurant, a visit with Tio Mateo at his jewelry store, a cold treat from the paletero, and a
pharmacy pickup. On their final and most important stop, they check in with friends
seeking asylum and drop off much-needed supplies.

My Two Border Towns by David Bowles, with stunning watercolor illustrations by Erika
Meza, is the loving story of a father and son's weekend ritual, a demonstration of
community care, and a tribute to the fluidity, complexity, and vibrancy of life on the
U.S.-Mexico border.

Separate is Never Equal written & illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh. Harry N. Abrams, 2014.
Grades 1+ (Set of 25)

Seven years before Brown v. Board of Education, the Mendez family fought to end
segregation in California schools. Discover their incredible story in this picture book
from award-winning creator Duncan Tonatiuh.

When her family moved to the town of Westminster, California, young Sylvia Mendez
was excited about enrolling in her neighborhood school. But she and her brothers were
turned away and told they had to attend the Mexican school instead. Sylvia could not
understand why—she was an American citizen who spoke perfect English. Why were the
children of Mexican families forced to attend a separate school?

Unable to get a satisfactory answer from the school board, the Mendez family decided to
take matters into its own hands and organized a lawsuit. In the end, the Mendez family’s
efforts helped bring an end to segregated schooling in California in 1947, seven years
before the landmark Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. Board of Education ended
segregation in schools across America.

Author and illustrator Duncan Tonatiuh writes in his notes, “My hope is that this book
will help children and young people learn about this important yet little known event in
American history. I also hope that they will see themselves reflected in Sylvia’s story and
realize that their voices are valuable.” Using his signature illustration style and
incorporating his interviews with Sylvia Mendez, as well as information from court files
and news accounts, Tonatiuh tells the inspiring story of the Mendez family’s fight for
justice and equality, a fight that is as relevant today as it was 75 years ago.

Viva Frida written by Yuyi Morales & photographed by Tim O’Meara. Roaring Book Press,
2014.
Grades 1+ (Set of 12)
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Frida Kahlo, one of the world's most famous and unusual artists is revered around the
world. Her life was filled with laughter, love, and tragedy, all of which influenced what
she painted on her canvases.

MIDDLE GRADE & YOUNG ADULT BOOKS

American Street written by Ibi Zoboi. Balzer + Bray, 2018.
Grades 9+ (Set of 4)

In this stunning debut novel, Pushcart-nominated author Ibi Zoboi draws on her own
experience as a young Haitian immigrant, infusing this lyrical exploration of America
with magical realism and vodou culture.

On the corner of American Street and Joy Road, Fabiola Toussaint thought she would
finally find une belle vie—a good life.

But after they leave Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Fabiola’s mother is detained by U.S.
immigration, leaving Fabiola to navigate her loud American cousins, Chantal, Donna,
and Princess; the grittiness of Detroit’s west side; a new school; and a surprising
romance, all on her own.

Just as she finds her footing in this strange new world, a dangerous proposition presents
itself, and Fabiola soon realizes that freedom comes at a cost. Trapped at the crossroads
of an impossible choice, will she pay the price for the American dream?

Futebol Nation: The Story of Brazil Through Soccer written by David Goldblatt. Bold Type
Books, 2014.
Grades 11+ (Set of 4)

No nation is as closely identified with the game of soccer as Brazil. For over a century,
Brazil's people, politicians, and poets have found in soccer the finest expression of the
nation's collective potential. Since the team's dazzling performance in 1938 at the World
Cup in France, Brazilian soccer has been revered as an otherworldly blend of the
effective and the aesthetic.

Futebol Nation is an extraordinary chronicle of a nation that has won the World Cup five
times and produced players of miraculous skill, such as Pel', Garrincha, Rivaldo, Zico,
Ronaldo, and Ronaldinho. It shows why the phrase O Jogo Bonito -- the Beautiful Game
-- has justly entered the global lexicon. Yet there is another side to Brazil and its game,
one that reflects the harsh sociological realities of the "futebol nation." David Goldblatt
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explores the grinding poverty that creates a vast pool of hungry players, Brazil's corrupt
institutions exemplified by its soccer authorities, and the pervasive violence that has
seeped onto the field and into the stands.

Futebol Nation illuminates both Brazilian soccer and Brazil itself; its brilliance, its magic,
its style, and the fabulous myths that have been constructed around it; as well as its
tragedies, its miseries, and its economic and political injustices. It is the story of Brazil
told through its chosen national game.

Raulito: The First Latino Governor of Arizona written by Roni Capin Rivera-Ashford. Pifiata
Books, 2021.
Grades 4+ (Set of 14)

As a boy growing up in Arizona in the 1920s and 1930s, Raulito experienced
discrimination on a regular basis. He wasn't allowed to ride the bus to school with his
Anglo friends, so he walked four miles each way, every day. He couldn't swim in the
local pool with everyone else because Mexicans could only swim on Saturdays, the day
before it was closed for cleaning. And like other Spanish-speaking children, he was
regularly hit for speaking his native language at school.

This inspirational bilingual "flip" book for intermediate readers recounts the life story of
Raul H. Castro, who was elected the first Mexican-American governor of Arizona in
1974. Fondly known as Raulito, he was one of eleven children born in the Mexican state
of Sonora. His family moved to Pirtleville, Arizona, in 1918 when he was two years old.
His family was poor, and their financial situation worsened when his father, a miner, died
of lung disease ten years later at the age of 42.

In spite of the many obstacles he encountered, including racism and poverty, Raulito
grew up to be a teacher, attorney, judge, diplomat and ultimately the first and only Latino
governor of Arizona from 1975-1977. He also served as the US Ambassador to El
Salvador from 1964-1968, to Bolivia from 1968-1969 and to Argentina from 1977-1980.
This eye-opening biography will acquaint young readers with the difficulties Mexican
Americans encountered in obtaining basic rights such as access to education and jobs and
will motivate them to persevere in spite of difficulties.

The Epic Fail of Arturo Zamora written by Pablo Cartaya. Puffin Books, 2018.
Grades 5+ (Set of 4 books)

Save the restaurant. Save the town. Get the girl. Make Abuela proud. Can
thirteen-year-old Arturo Zamora do it all or is he in for a BIG, EPIC FAIL?
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For Arturo, summertime in Miami means playing basketball until dark, sipping mango
smoothies, and keeping cool under banyan trees. And maybe a few shifts as junior
lunchtime dishwasher at Abuela’s restaurant. Maybe. But this summer also includes
Carmen, a poetry enthusiast who moves into Arturo’s apartment complex and turns his
stomach into a deep fryer. He almost doesn’t notice the smarmy land developer who rolls
into town and threatens to change it. Arturo refuses to let his family and community go
down without a fight, and as he schemes with Carmen, Arturo discovers the power of
poetry and protest through untold family stories and the work of José Marti.

The Last Cuentista written by Donna Barba Higuera. Levine Querido, 2021.
Grades 5+ (Set of 26)

Habia una vez . . .

There lived a girl named Petra Pefia, who wanted nothing more than to be a storyteller,
like her abuelita.

But Petra's world is ending. Earth has been destroyed by a comet, and only a few hundred
scientists and their children — among them Petra and her family — have been chosen to
journey to a new planet. They are the ones who must carry on the human race.

Hundreds of years later, Petra wakes to this new planet — and the discovery that she is the
only person who remembers Earth. A sinister Collective has taken over the ship during its
journey, bent on erasing the sins of humanity's past. They have systematically purged the
memories of all aboard — or purged them altogether.

Petra alone now carries the stories of our past, and with them, any hope for our future.
Can she make them live again?

They Call Her Fregona: A Border Kid’s Poems written by David Bowles. Kokila, 2022.
Grades 6+ (Set of 26)

“You can be my boyfriend.” It only takes five words to change Giiero’s life at the end of
seventh grade. The summer becomes extra busy as he learns to balance new band practice
with his old crew, Los Bobbys, and being Joanna Padilla’s boyfriend. They call her
“fregona” because she’s tough, always sticking up for her family and keeping the school
bully in check. But Giiero sees her softness. Together they cook dollar-store spaghetti and
hold hands in the orange grove, learning more about themselves and each other than they
could have imagined. But when they start eighth grade, Joanna faces a tragedy that
requires Giiero to reconsider what it means to show up for someone you love. Honoring
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multiple poetic traditions, They Call Her Fregona is a bittersweet first-love story in verse
and the highly anticipated follow-up to They Call Me Giiero.

THEMATIC BOOK SETS

Picture Books About Brazil
Picture Book Biographies

Dia de los Muertos (Book Box 1)
Dia de los Muertos (Book Box 2)
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