
CATEGORY: BRAZIL: INDIGENOUS CULTURES 

CONCEPTS: FOLKLORE, religion, race/ethnicity 

ACTIVITY: A Gt INDIAN CREATION MYTH. This creation myth has elements
in common with creation stories all over the world. It is a 
good introduction to the shared elements in world folklore. In 
the Peruvian section there is an Inca creation myth which should 
be read and compared along with this tale. 
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OBJECTIVES: Students will be introduced to the idea of creation myth 
and discuss how and why these seem so similar across the world.

MATERIALS: Copies of the reading (unless you decide to read it orally), 
Map of Brazil 

PROCEDURE: Read and discuss the creation �yth: Be sure to locate 
the Gg area on a map. 

1. What is a creation myth?

2. How does this myth show similarities with other creation myths?
(flood, lost 11paradise,11 humans created from other objects,etc.)

3. Can you think of reasons this might occur? (A real flood, melting
glaciers, common human need to explain other people,etc.)

VOCABULARY: creation myth 

RELATED ACTIVITIES: The school or public library should have ample 
examplPs of creation myths from all over the world: Africa, 
Asia, the North Jlmerican Indian groups etc. As homework or 
for extra credit students can narrate these tales in class and 
lead a discussion on how they differ with or are similar to tales 
they now know. 

LEVEL: MIDDLE GRADES 

Source: Gibbs, Virginia G. Latin 
America: Curriculum Materials 
for the Middle Grades. Center for 
Latin America, University of 
Wisconsin-Milwaukee. 1985. I t"I � 1,








