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Throughout histo:ry many cultures around the world have maintained public and 
personal shrines. Shrines were often devotional to religious figures and events, but in 
regions such as Mexico, shrines have also been made for family members who are 
deceased, as well as for the living. The shrines of Mexico are often the centerpieces of a 
home and reflect personal beliefs and celebrate family histo:ry. 

Today, shrines continue the tradition of honoring a family's heritage and spirituality, 
but also have extended out to celebrating popular culture and it's icons. Modern 
shrines are created in a variety of sizes and often display colorful, artistic collages. 

Matchbox shrines are a fun and easy way to create art and honor someone or 
something that is ve:ry special in your life. Shrines are rich with symbolism and 
personality. Unlike traditional shrines that are stationa:ry, Matchbox shrines are small 

· . enough for yqu Jo carry in your pocket so that you can reflect upon it at any .time and
share with oth�r� easily. They are also small enough to hide. in a secret spot.

. Traditionally, there is only one shrine in a home because of their large size, but you can 
· • make many Matchbox shrines and there will always be room for more I
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