
LESSON PLAN
WRITTEN BY:   Jeff Gudenkauf
	Grade: 8th 
	Date: 06/1/12
	Time:

4 periods - 50 min. each

	Subject: Social Studies

	Topic: When Corridos (lyrics) become history


	Set:
	Have you ever wondered how myths over time become historical fact? Through time, people often take Historical facts and replace them with folklore or myths. Look at the conspiracy theories surrounding the assignation of JFK, or that aliens are being kept at Roswell, through time fact has been converted to myth and stories, and then those become the facts.

	Objectives and
Purpose:
	Students will analyse three different viewpoints of the same story and will organize the information provided in the three views and develop an understanding of how history over time has become blurred by stories.

	Materials:
	1. Corrido titled “Battle of Ambos Nogales” depicting a specific historical event taking place in Nogales Arizona on August 28th, 1918.
2. Primary document titled: “Us Army board of inquiry covering the conflict between the United States of America and Mexico, in Nogales Arizona, August 28th, 1918.

3. Primary document titled: Letter from Commanding officer of Sonora, Mexico troops to the Secretary of military in Mexico City, dated August 30th, 1918.

4. Secondary document written on the Battle of Nogales by Axel Holms titles “The Battle of Ambos Nogales

	Input:
	Teacher will copy and provide a copy of the lyrics of the Corrido and play the corrido for the students.

	Modeling:
	Discuss with the students how this process will take a total of four days, where I will divide the students into small groups and describe how each group will be responsible for analysing a specific view of the event. On the second day the same group will rotate information (View) and so on. By the fourth day the entire class will have had an opportunity to analyse all views of the event (Corrido, Mexico’s view, and U.S. View). On the fourth day I will read the popular story, told from family to family, where students will discover how events in history have been taken from songs and myths rather than the historical facts.


	Check for
Understanding:
	Move around the room from group to group and verbally check for understanding and guide the students toward a higher level of thinking of analysing the materials and not just reading them to fill requirements.

	Guided Practice:
	Day 1;
1. Break class into three equal groups.
2. Provide each group with a specific view of the battle of Nogales (Corrido, U.S., and Mexico)
3. Have students read their specific materials and discuss, as a group, the event and develop their own interpretation of the battle based on their readings.

Day 2 and 3;

1. Have student groups exchange their materials with another group.

2. Have them read and analyse the new materials and develop a new or modified view of their original interpretation of the battle.

Day 4;

1. Allow students 10-15 minutes to complete their written interpretation of the Battle.

2. Bring class back together and read them the common view of the event as seen through the story written by Axel Holms.

	Independent Practice:
	Students will take all stories and combine them into their individual view of the Battle of Nogales

	Closure:
	Verbally check for understanding of the process as the class progresses and readjust any misunderstandings as they arise. Discuss how this is just one specific event in history and how this change from myth to fact is a cross cultural phenomena.

	Evaluation: Students Self
	Students will create and write a ‘compare and contrast’ paper on the three different views of the Battle of Nogales and present their view to the entire class.



