
Benjamin Junge presents an ethnographic account of an
extended family from Recife during the final month of Brazil’s
2018 election season—the most contentious and polarizing
election in a generation, in which hard-right congressman and
former military captain Jair Bolsonaro assumes the presidency.
The family exemplifies the sector once referred to as Brazil’s
“new middle class”—the estimated 35 million who rose above
the poverty line during the rule by the left-leaning Workers
Party (PT), but whose prospects have since become precarious
due to economic and political crisis. He focuses on the family’s
interactions—both in-person and online—between the first-
round election (October 7) and the second-round election
(October 28). Emerging within the family’s interactions are
narratives of moral disintegration, nostalgia for Brazil’s 1964-
1985 military dictatorship, lost masculinities, menacing
sexualities, and views of hope and despair for the future.  This
analysis contributes to a more nuanced account of the political
affinities of Brazil’s “previously ascendant” sector during a
moment of deepening economic precarity and political
cynicism.
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Benjamin Junge is Professor of Anthropology at the State
University of New York at New Paltz. His research focuses on
class mobility, political attitudes, gender, sexuality, health, and
religion, with regional focus on Brazil and other settings in
Latin America. 


